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AUSTRALIA Grand Priory of Australasia 

Forging Ahead 

PARLIAMENT 

HOUSE LUNCH 
The Diabetes Centre at Saint Vin-

cent’s Hospital will be the benefi-

ciary of a charity fundraising 

lunch being held a the NSW Par-

liament House on Friday 7 Octo-

ber 2011. The Hon. Duncan Gay 

MLC Minister for Ports and 

Roads will be our host and Celeb-

rity Chef Tony Bilson our guest 

speaker. Our resident Auctioneer 

Chevalier Garry Rossetto will be 

applying his talents in extracting 

generous bids  for items going un-

der the hammer. A must not miss 

event.  

INVESTITURE 
Our second Investiture for the 

year will be held on Friday 18 No-

vember 2011, commencing at 6:30 

pm. The venue will be the Saint 

John the Evangelist Anglican 

Church at Gordon. The celebra-

tory dinner will be held at the 

well known 

and I am told 

often fre-

quented by 

some of our 

m e m b e r s , 

Greengate Ho-

tel. 

ACTING COUNCIL 
The Acting Council of the Grand Priory of Austral-

asia met by Teleconference on 26 July 2011. All nomi-

nations received for the permanent appointment of a 

Grand Prior were forwarded to the Grand Com-

mander for consideration by the Petit Conseil and the 

Grand Master. It is expected that an appointment 

will be made by 1 November 2011. Further considera-

tion is being given to the constitutional arrangements 

for the Grand Priory. A discussion paper has been 

forwarded by NSW for consideration by members of 

the Acting Council . 

The next meeting is scheduled for 30 September 2011, 

members will be kept informed of developments. 

Mother and Child 

 Relief Foundation 
The Priory made  a donation of 

£1,000 to the OSJ International 

Charity to assist in the provision 

of medical equipment to conflict 

ravaged areas of Europe. 

Go to www.mcfosj.org for further 

information or Facebook. http://www.facebook.com/

pages/Mother-and-Child-Relief-Foundation-

OSJ/160363507369468  

The first church was built as a result of a petition sent to the 

governor through the Bishop of Sydney by 36 local inhabitants. 

Robert Pymble, William Henry McIntosh and John Brown 

were appointed trustees and the land was knocked down to 

them for 37 pounds. The church was designed by Edmund 

Blackett and the foundation stone was laid on October 26, 1872. 
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GREAT SIEGE OF MALTA 1565 
On 7 Septembers 2011 members of the Priory gathered at the NSW Masonic Club to commemorate 

the victory of the Knights of Saint John over the forces of the Ottoman Empire who had laid siege 

to the island of Malta. The Knights and the Maltese inhabitants had endured a gruelling 112 days 

of fighting and deprivation during the siege. The Prior Chevalier Fred Maestrelli gave a brief out-

line of the events leading to, during and after the siege. There was no quarter given by either side as 

the following excerpt illustrates: 

“The alarm was raised. More of these strange objects drifted into view, and men waded into the shallows 

to drag them to the shore. What they found horrified even these battle-weary veterans: wooden crosses 

pushed out by the enemy to float in the harbour, and crucified on each was the headless body of a Chris-

tian Knight. 

 This was psychological warfare at its most brutal; a message sent by the Turkish Muslim com-

mander whose invading army had just vanquished the small outpost of Fort St Elmo. 

 Now the target was the one remaining fort on the harbour front where the beleaguered, outnum-

bered and overwhelmed Christians were still holding out; the Fort St Angelo. The Turkish commander 

wished its defenders to know that they would be next, that a horrible death was the only outcome of con-

tinued resistance. 

 But the commander had not counted on the mettle of his enemy - the Knights of St John. Nor on 

the determination of their leader Grand Master Jean Parisot de la Valette, who vowed that the fort would 

not be taken while one last Christian lived in Malta. 

 On news of the grotesque discovery of the headless knights - many of them his personal friends - 

Grand Master Valette quickly ordered that captured Turks imprisoned deep in the vaulted dungeons of the 

fort be taken from their cells, and beheaded one by one. 

 Then he returned a communiqué of his own: the heads of his Turkish captives were fired from his 

most powerful cannon direct into the Muslim lines. There would be no negotiation, no compromise, no 

surrender, and no retreat.” 

 

Members had the opportunity to socialise and the occasion was opportune to present Serving 

Brother Barnie McKinnon with his Diploma and neck decoration and to present Dame Carmen 

Maestrelli DCSJ with the Medal and Diploma awarding her the Medal of Merit Saint John. Car-

men is currently the 

only recipient of the 

MMSJ in the NSW 

Priory. 

Dame Carmen Maestrelli DCSJ MMSJ 

Barnie McKinnon SBSJ 


